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Rich Norz with wife, Debbie, and their
children, Alex, Susie and Megan.

Rich Norz Named NJ’s
Young Farmer of the Year

Rich Norz, president of the
Somerset County 4-H Association
and County Board of Agriculture, has
been named 2010 Outstanding Young
Farmer (OYG) by the New Jersey State
Board of Agriculture.

Rich is co-owner of Norz Hill
Farm in Hillshorough and is the 4"-
generation of his family to run the farm.
He is also a former Outstanding 4-H’er
and an Outstanding 4-H Alumnus.
Rich is active in the N.J. Holstein
Association, the County Agriculture
Development Board and the New
Centre Dairy 4-H Club, leasing cows
to 4-H members. At the fair, Rich
supervises the Herdsmen each night.

The OYG Award recognizes the
outstanding achievements of a young
Garden State farmer who is an
upstanding leader, respected
agriculturalist and who is active in the
community. The program also
encourages a greater interest in
agriculture through the appreciation
of the contributions made by farmers.

Rich will be presented with his
award at the 2010 New Jersey
Agricultural Convention early next
year. He also will compete for one of
the top four National Outstanding
Young Farmer Awards in a contest
administered by the U.S. Junior
Chamber of Commerce. W

4-H Association Recognizes 2009 Outstanding Alumni
Women Honored for Service to 4-H Program

Two former 4-H’ers were recently
honored as 2009 Outstanding Alumni by the
Somerset County 4-H Association.

A 4-H club leader for 29 years, Cathy
Christy was a member of the Branchburg
Bonnie Lassies when she was in 4-H. Cathy
later returned to
4-H when her
children joined
4-H Prep,
becoming an
advisor for the
Animal Crackers
Prep Club. At
prep camp, she
served as the
camp nurse
during Prep Weekend.

When her daughter joined the Sheep
Division, Cathy concluded that one of the
best ways to learn about these animals was
by volunteering. She went on to become a
Market Lamb superintendent at the 4-H Fair,
a job she held for approximately eight years.
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Cathy Christy

she became the leader of the 4-H

Cathy. “Soon my grandson will
be old enough to join 4-H.
I think I know what club he will
be joining - Sheepfold!”

Sandra Dagnall was a Somerset
County 4-H member from 4th-12th grade in
the Caprics of Watchung Hills dairy goat
club. Her parents, Don and Carolyn Christie,
were the club leaders, so she was actually
an unofficial prep member before she was
old enough to join the club.

During her days as a 4-H’er, Sandy
served as herdsman at the 4-H Fair all
through her high school years and won a
pewter plate at the State 4-H Public
Presentations contest. In addition to raising
and showing goats, Sandy spent two years
in the Square Dancing Club. Today, Sandy
is a trainer at Briarwood Farms in Hunterdon
County and both of her children are in 4-H:
Sarah is a goat club member and Justin is in
a horse club.

Her current volunteer positions include
serving as leader of the Somerset County 4-H

her son two years ago. Sandy also is an

When her son joined the Sheep Division, % Horse Teen Council which she started with

Sheepfold club, a job that she still holds
to this day.

Cathy offers lend-a-lamb projects to
several of the Sheepfold members who lease
animals from her farm in Readington, where
that one original 4-H lamb project has
growntoa flock of 40 sheep. Other animals
on the farm include horses, a llama and a
pot-bellied pig.

Cathy’s daughter, Dawn, is now her
co-leader. The Sheepfold club is involved in

community service projects

that include bringing the

animals to local schools and

-_nursing homes, and to

\;____ churches on Christmas Eve
for live nativities.

“l am still learning today, even after
my kids have graduated out of 4-H,” said

invaluable
volunteer/
parent for the
Chaps 'n Spurs
4-H Club and
sets up all of the
jump courses for
the qualifying
shows and the
Fair. Her
husband, Todd,
also pitches into
help with horse
shows and fund-raising events.
Congratulations to these outstanding
alumnae, who each benefited from their 4-H
experience and chose to give back by
volunteering. They continue to Make the
Best Better! W

Sandra Dagnall
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News From the Somerset County 4-H Association

The Somerset County 4-H Association
supports the 4-H Youth Development Program
of Somerset County, hosts the annual 4-H Fair
and owns and maintains the Ted Blum 4-H Center.
In addition, the association provides
monetary support for 4-H programs and
events

Many 4-H Alumni provide
continuing support for the 4-H program -
by serving as 4-H Association members.

2009-2010 Officers Elected
Serving another term in office

beginning in September: President — Rich
Norz; Vice President Joe Bakes; Treasurer
Jim Wood; Assistant Treasurer Jeanne
Fasullo; Recording Secretary Caitlyn O’Neil,
and a welcome aboard to Corresponding
Secretary Maggie Navatto.

Life Membership Awarded

Congratulations to Elaine Stanis, who
was awarded life membership in recognition
of her outstanding contributions to 4-H. Elaine
became a 4-H leader in 1987 when her children
joined 4-H Prep. By 1990, she was leading a
dog club and soon after she joined the 4-H
Association where she has held the offices of
recording secretary and vice president. For
nine years, Elaine chaired the Milkshake Booth
at the fair. She also has chaired the
Membership committee and has participated
in many Association events. She represented
Somerset County on the State Association and
held offices there, as well.

Service Awards

The following individuals
were honored by the Association
in 2009 for their years of service to 4-H:
» Bronze Clover, 1-4 Years: Kathy Bakes,
John Boyea, Ernie Hall, Luke Johnson (youth
member), Kim McGrath, Kyle Miholics,
Maggie Navatto, Caitlin O’Neill, Janice
Reitman, Rob Slovik (youth member), Nathalie

Schlosser (youth member), David Van
Skier, Amanda Weinstein (youth member).
» Silver Clover, 5-9 Years: Jill
Bronchinsky, Harry Bronchinsky,
Stuart Farber, Rick Fontana, Ann
Harris, Rivi Israel, Debra Johnson,
Janet Kolb, Chan Leung, Janice
Lush, Cathy Schlosser, Randy Theil,
Jeff Weinstein.
» Gold Clover, 10-14 Years: Sandy
Clare, Laura Graham, Beth
Kavanaugh, Pauline Kodack, Andrea
Kosaka, Joanna Lieuallen, Sue
MacCombie, Cherly McLaughlin, Kelly
McLaughlin, Elaine Mulrooney, Sue
Posbergh, Betty Sommerville, Erin
Szakacs Torres.
» Pearl Clover, 15-19 Years: Mike
Amorosa, Joe Bakes, Holly Dunbar,
Jeanne Fasullo, Deb Graham, Pete Hirsch,
Dawn Hribik, Kim Miholics, Debbie Norz,
Rose Oldenburg, Mike Pappas, Ann
Parsons, Nadine Powylan, Dave Rieur,
Ruth Slovik, Janet Szakacs, Scott Szakacs.
» Diamond Clover, 20-24 Years: Rich
Norz, Tina Piro, Annette Smutko, Elaine
Stanis, Jim Wood.
» Emerald Clover, 25-29 Years: Judy
Hennessey, Sarah Israel, Mark Kirby, Britt
Powell, Ruth Schmidt.
* Ruby Clover, 30-34 Years: Esther Craft,
Tony DeVergillo.
» Sapphire Clover, 35-39 Years: Bob
Kinch, Lynne Kinch, Abner Matthews.

4-H Association Life Members

Life Membership is an honor granted
to individuals who have made
extraordinary contributions to the
Somerset County 4-H Program. Those
honored to date include: Dorothy Arena,
Ted Blum, Esther Craft, Judy Hennessy,
Robert Horton, Abner Mathews, Ruth
Schmidt, Grace Staats, Elaine Stanis,
Walter Raymond. m

Wanted: News For and About 4-H Alumni

What’s new in your life? Your 4-H family would like to know! Please drop us a line or
send a photo to 4-H Alumni News, Ted Blum 4-H Center of Somerset County, 310
Milltown Road, Bridgewater, N.J. 08807 or email navatto@co.somerset.nj.us.

- Holly Dunbar, Editor, Warren Trailblazers 4-H horse club alumna
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Gearing up: A 4-H tractor program
from the 1960s.

In Memoriam

We fondly remember Bob
Smith, leader of the 4-H
Sheepfold Club and former
4-H Association president and fair presi-
dent. Bob led the creation of the 4-H
Market Lamb program and helped to
obtain the funds used to purchase the
land on which the 4-H Center stands.
Bob will be missed.

Today’s 4-H Youith,
Tomorrow’s Leaders
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